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MASSA CHUSETTS LAW 
BANNED CHRISTMAS 


«|. among the English colonists who first came to Massachusetts,” the 
. one custom was severely frowned upon. That 
was the custom of keeping Christmas. 


Cape Cod Guide reports, “. . 


“The Puritans bitterly opposed it. 


members of the Church of England, were much in the minority, and their 


practices were not liked by their 
fellow colonists. This dislike crys- 
tallized itself into a law passed in 
1639, within twenty years or less from 
the date of the famous landing at 
Plymouth. This strange law read as 
follows : 

“Whosoever shall be found ob- 
serving any such day as Christmas, 
or the like, either by forbearing of 
labour, fasting, or in any other way, 
shall be fined five shillings.’ 

“For twenty-two years this was the 
law. Even though then repealed, the 
effects of the colonists’ dislike of ‘any 
such day as Christmas, or the like,’ 
persisted far longer. Not until late 
in the first half of the nineteenth cen- 
tury did Christmas become a holiday 
which the descendants of the Pil- 
gtims, and others here, might openly 
observe as a legal holiday.” 

Early American history is replete 
with such instances of coercion of 
heretics, and the Church and State 
Newsletter reprints the above item 
as a timely reminder that rights 
which are today taken for granted 
went unrecognized in colonies where 
church-state union prevailed. To the 
end that all Americans alike shall 
enjoy the same freedom, POAU car- 
ties on its campaign to preserve the 
principle of church-state separation. 
“Peace on earth, good will towards 
men” are seriously threatened when 
government meddles in religious af- 
fairs—The Editors. 


A Christmas donation to POAU 
will help preserve religious liberty. 








Warm Cooperation 
Praised by Mayne 


“Tt has been a rich experience to 
work with more than 400 cooperative 
clergymen and laymen all over Ameri- 
ca in setting up this great series of 
public meetings,” POAU Organiza- 
tion Director John C. Mayne de- 

(Continued on page 2) 


AGAINST THE VATICAN APPOINTMENT 
pe 


Those who kept the custom, the few 









Part of the more than 2,500 persons who overflowed Cleveland’s Euclid Avenue Baptist 
Church zt POAU’s recent rally there are pictured above. All seats were taken, and late- 
comers found themselves places in the choir loft, on the steps, and in the chapel. The 
meeting was addressed by Paul Blanshard, and was typical of the enthusiastic outpouring 
which has greeted the crusading writer in some 30 cities on his current tour. The 
tour has included the following cities, among others: San Diego, Los Angeles, Stockton, 
Sacramento, Palo Alto, Berkeley, Oakland, San Francisco, Denver, Washington, Fort Wayne, 
Des Moines, Cedar Rarids, Kansas City, Topeka, Detroit, St. Joseph, St. Louis, Omaha, 
Toledo, Eugene, Portland, Pittsburgh, Dallas, Houston, Fort Worth, and Seattle. A large 
part of the success of these meetings has been due to the indefatigable labors of John C. 
Mayne, POAU organization director, Among those who took a prominent part in the 
Cleveland meeting were Dr. Harold Cooke Phillips, Frank P. Celeste (past-president of 
the chapter), the Rev. John Wilkes (host pastor), Harvey O. Yoder (new chapter president), 
the Rev. H. W. Bartels, Dr. Paul Folino (chairman of the arrangements committee), and 
Raymond Spoerri (executive secretary of the Cleveland Council of Churches). 





RECORD CROWDS 
HAIL BLANSHARD 


IN 30 CITIES 
ON POAU TOUR 


A series of coast-to-coast POAU mass meetings featuring Paul Blanshard 
as speaker, with John C. Mayne as organization representative, have drawn 
the largest and most enthusiastic crowds in the history of the church-state 


separation movement in this country. 


Beginning on November 5 in the great National City Christian Church of 


Washington with an overflow audi- 
ence, the Blanshard tour included 
some 30 cities, averaging more than 
1,500 attendance per meeting, and in 
some instances exceeding 3,000, with 
three and four overflow halls served 
by loud speakers. (Details of only 
22 of these meetings have arrived as 
this issue of the Church and State 
Newsletter goes to press.) 


The Blanshard schedule included 
Washington, Cleveland, Fort Wayne, 
St. Joseph, Kansas City, Topeka, 
Dallas, Houston, Fort Worth, San 
Diego, Los Angeles, Sacramento, Palo 
Alto, Berkeley, San Francisco, Eu- 
gene, Salem, Portland, Seattle, Den- 
ver, Omaha, Des Moines, Cedar 
Rapids, St. Louis, Toledo, Detroit, 
Pittsburgh, and New York. 


Several new chapters of POAU are 
now in process of formation as a re- 
sult of the meetings. In Los Angeles 
alone, almost 3,000 listeners over- 
flowed the great auditorium of the 
First Baptist Church and three aux- 
iliary halls on a stormy night. 


Bitter Catholic opposition to Blan- 
shard developed in some cities, with 
scurrilous personal attacks on POAU 
leaders in the local Catholic press, 
and caustic comments by priests dur- 
ing the question period which fol- 
lowed each lecture, but the Cleveland 
Plain Dealer echoed the sentiment of 
many editors in describing the mass 
meeting of November 9, with an at- 
tendance of 2,600, in the Euclid 
Avenue Baptist Church, as a “rally 
that was marked by its high plane 
of statements.” 


The November 29th Statesman of 
Salem, Oregon, said: “Quietly, calm- 
ly, at times decisively, Paul Blan- 
shard, author and lecturer, told an 
audience of more than 1,200 at 
Salem High School Wednesday night 
that what he termed the ‘Catholic 
challenge to American democracy’ 
was an issue of dual citizenship, not 
a religious one. The Vatican, he said, 
permits a Catholic to be loyal to one 
nation, but insists always that—and 
Blanshard paraphrased the hypothet- 
ical words of the Pope—‘part of your 
citizenship always belongs to me.’ ” 
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Blanshard Addresses 
Catholic Seminarians 


One striking development of Paul 
Blanshard’s recent tour to the Pa- 
cific Coast was a brief address deliv- 
ered to the student body of Mt. Angel 
Benedictine Seminary near Salem, 
Oregon, at the invitation of a Cath- 
olic priest, Father Mathias Burger. 
Newspapers throughout the country 
hailed the event as a significant vic- 
tory for free speech. 

This was the first time that any 
Roman Catholic educational institu- 
tion had accepted Blanshard’s long- 
standing offer to debate with them on 
their own home grounds. The Port- 
land Oregonian applauded all con- 
cerned. 





Jewish Congress Opposes 
Vatican Ambassador 


“The principle of separation of 
church and state as a foundation of 
our constitutional system has always 
meant that religion is outside the 
recognition and sphere of political 
government and that the state has no 
constitutional power to enter into 
alliances with churches and other re- 
ligious bodies. 

“President Truman's announcement 
of the appointment of an American 
Ambassador to the Vatican represents 
recognition of a particular religious 
body or institution as a temporal 
power. Such diplomatic recognition 
constitutes a serious breach in the 
separation of church and state and 
provides both precedent and encour- 
agement for the intensification of re- 
ligious pressures on governmental pol- 
icy. 

“The wisdom of maintaining the 
separation of church and state in the 
interests of both government and re- 
ligion has been amply demonstrated in 
the discord and divisiveness among 
religious groups which the President’s 
action has precipitated. . . .”—Reso- 
lution adopted by 500 delegates at the 
biennial convention of the American 
Jewish Congress, held recently in 
New York City. The Congress has a 
membership of 1,200,000 American 


Jews. 











Editorial 


At a time when a “Baptist” prec: 
dent of the United Siesen teed mal 
to nominate an “Episcopalian” gen- 
eral as the first American Amb, 
to the Vatican—with the support of 
a number of “Protestant” and “Tew. 
ish” spokesmen—it is surprising jp. 
deed to discover that some citizens 
have not yet learned the folly of 
casting their votes in political elec. 
tions according to the religious labels 
of the candidates. 

Every American who believes in the 
First Amendment will, of course, in. 
sist that candidates for the presi. 
dency, and for the House and Senate 
declare themselves on the issues of 
diplomatic relations with the Pope 
federal aid to sectarian schools and 
other questions affecting religious lib. 
erty; and that candidates for local 
school boards and applicants for 
teaching positions indicate their be 
lief in separation of church and state. 
But nothing could be more futile and 
self-defeating than the circulation of 
lists of candidates with “Protestant,” 
“Catholic” and “Jew” after each 
name. Such labels give no clue what- 
soever to the actual position of the 
candidate involved on any public is- 
sue. There are non-Catholics who 
support union of church and state; 
and there are Catholic laymen (with- 
out influence in their church) who 
believe in separation. It is the vot- 
er’s job to make the candidates take 
a stand—and then to vote accord- 
ingly without regard to religious 
“labels.” 





Cooperation 
(Continued from page 1) 
clared recently, as he surveyed the 
inspiring results of the current Blan- 
shard tour. Each of these meetings 
has strengthened American freedom. 
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4 MEWS From Far and Near 


@ Reversing a practice of some years’ standing, the Delaware State Board 
of Education has declined to approve a request for continuance of “released 
time” in the town of Milford, the request having been submitted by the local 
ministerial association. Board members stated that they “fully recognize the 
importance of religious education, but believe that such instruction should 
be given in the home, the family, and in the institutions of organized reli- 
ion.” . . - In Idaho, the Pocatello Ministerial Association has gone on record 
in opposition to a “released time” program which had been arranged by the 
iocal school board for the benefit of Mormon children whose families aggre- 
gate about 60 per cent of Pocatello’s 25,000 residents. The classes are to 
be held away from public school premises, but the Rev. J. Willis Hamblin, 
a Presbyterian, told a Ministerial Association meeting of 200 persons that 
“pleased time” could not be considered automatically constitutional just 
because it had not been tested in Idaho courts. It was announced at the 
meeting that an injunction against the school board’s action would be sought. 
_,. New York City’s “released time” system is being legally contested by 
Mrs. Alma Gluck and Mrs. Tessim Zorach, both Brooklyn housewives, but 
the National Council of Churches revealed at a recent general board meeting 
in Atlanta that it would intervene in the New York case in defense of the 
“released time” system. 


@ Pablo Casals, world-renowned cellist and composer, has de- 
dined an invitation to perform at a United Nations “Human Rights 
Day” musical festival on December 10 because of the UN Assem- 
bly’s action last year restoring Spanish Dictator Franco to a place 
of diplomatic respectability among chiefs of state. The beloved 
musician does not see how any organization devoted to “Human 
Rights” can make friendly overtures to Franco, whose fascist revo- 
lution in Spain was really the opening battle in the Hitler-Mussolini- 
Franco-Hirohito war to destroy human rights all over the world. 


@ Touching on the issue of the Mark Clark ambassadorial appointment 
only to deprecate the “ill will” it may cause, Dr. Anson Phelps Stokes re- 
cently gave the fourth lecture at St. Thomas College, St. Paul, Minn., in 
honor of the late Roman Catholic Bishop John Ireland. While opposing 
the use of public funds by parochial schools, Dr. Stokes—author of a recent 
3-volume work on Church and State in the United States—deplored that 
part of the Supreme Court’s Everson (1947) and McCollum (1948) deci- 
sions which declared government aid to “one religion” or “all religions” 
unconstitutional. In this portion of his address, Dr. Stokes appeared to be 
endorsing what other authorities on church-state relations have called a 
“polygamous” union of church and state. On this point, his interpretation 
of the First Amendment is in conflict with that of Dr. R. Freeman Butts, 
professor of education at Columbia University and author of The American 
Tradition in Religion and Education, a book which cites historical evidence 
to show that the Founding Fathers intended to ban “multiple establishment”’ 
of religion as well as “single establishment” of religion. 


@ “... adequate time for the religious activities of the commu- 
nity” will be provided for under Federal Communications Commis- 
sion policies in allocating new television channels, Chairman Wayne 
Coy told the Radio Commission of the Southern Baptist Convention 
ina recent address. 


Pope Pius XII, blaming “faulty translations” of his October address to 
the Catholic Union of Obstetricians (Church and State Newsletter, Novem- 
ber, 1951), claims to have been misunderstood, and has since issued a “clari- 
fying” statement indicating that a mother may “decide whether she wishes 
her child to be born at the cost of her own life.” Actually, this is a modi- 
fication of previous Catholic doctrine (see Chapter 6 of Paul Blanshard’s 
American Freedom and Catholic Power, available from POAU), and proves 
that the Pope is capable of changing his mind after public outcry against 
one of his blunders, even though he claims to be “infallible in matters of 
faith and morals.” 


(Continued on page 7) 
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Oxnam Hits Truman 
For Driving ‘Wedge’ 


Charging that President Truman 
has reneged on a_ three-year-old 
promise never to send an ambassador 
to the Vatican, G. Bromley Oxnam, 
Methodist bishop of the New York 
area and POAU vice-president, told 
a Chicago rally on November 30 that 
the Clark appointment “has driven a 
wedge into our American life. . . .” 
The rally, sponsored by the Charl 
Ormond Williams (Chicago) POAU 
chapter, drew a crowd which over- 
flowed the grand ballroom of the 
Sheraton Hotel into several adjoin- 
ing rooms where Bishop Oxnam’s 
address was heard over amplifiers. 
(Chicago newspaper estimates of the 
attendance varied from 1,500 to 
3,000.) 

Recalling the President’s promise, 
which he said was made to a delega- 
tion of several clergymen, Bishop 
Oxnam added: “But the President, 
of course, has his politics and they 
change as years go on.” 


Attacks “Camouflage” 


“Casuistical camouflage,” he con- 
tinued, “cannot conceal the fact 
that when the U. S. Government 
sends an ambassador to the Vatican 
it is actually sending a representa- 
tive to the Roman Catholic Church. 

“The pope derives his influence not 
from his status as sovereign of the 
Vatican state but from his status as 
the head of the Roman Catholic 
a 





Speakers’ Roster 
On Vatican Issue 


Of the many prominent national 
leaders qualified to speak on the sub- 
ject of diplomatic relations with the 
Vatican, we list but a few in this issue: 
Dr. Frederick Curtis Fowler, Pitts- 
burgh; the Revs. George A. Crapullo, 
Karl M. Chworowsky and Donald 
Harrington, New York City; Dr. 
Charles Clayton Morrison, Chicago; 
Dr. Edwin McNeill Poteat, Raleigh, 
N. C.; Dr. Louie D. Newton, At- 
lanta; Dr. James DeForest Murch, 
Cincinnati; Dr. Clyde W. Taylor, 
Washington; Dr. Frank H. Yost and 
Dr. Alvin W. Johnson, Takoma Park, 
Md.; the Revs. Edward L. R. Elson, 
Leland Stark, Edward B. Willing- 
ham, and Joseph M. Dawson, Wash- 
ington. Check with POAU on speak- 
ing schedules, or contact the speakers 
directly. 
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TAX-SUPPORTED PAROCHIAL SCHOOL 





ee he ei 
LOUISVILLE (KY.) COURIER-JOURNAL PHOTO 

For years, the Roman Catholic parochial school at Clementsville, Kentucky (above) has 
been supported by public tax funds under an arrangement which, according to a recent report 
of the University of Kentucky’s Bureau of School Service, is not only “unsatisfactory, but is in 
violation of the Constitution of Kentucky.” Salaries of the three elementary teachers 
employed in the school are paid by the Casey County Board of Education, and two of the 
three teachers are Sisters of the Ursuline Order. The School Service Bureau’s report, turned 
over to School Superintendent Charles E. Wesley and members of the school board, warns 








them that the question, should it be raised in court, “would undoubtedly cause embarrassment 


to the Casey County Board of Education.” 





SUPREME COURT TO RULE ON RELIGIOUS 
CRITERION IN CHILD CUSTODY DISPUTE 


The future of Diane and Linda Southern, 8 and 7 years old, respectively, 
will be decided by the United States Supreme Court in a contest between re- 
ligious groups over the foster care of the children, it was revealed recently 


as the high court agreed to review the case. 


dispute is as follows: 


The two little girls had been placed 
by their mother in a Jewish boarding 
home several years ago and the 
mother had continued to visit them 
weekly for a year, after which she 
had disappeared. Later, the New 
York City Children’s Court had com- 
mitted them to the Free Synagogue 
Child Adoption Committee for place- 
ment in an adoptive home. After the 
children were happily adjusted in the 
adoptive home, it was discovered that 
their mother was a Roman Catholic 
and the children had been baptized 
as Catholics, without the knowledge 
of their Protestant father. The 
Children’s Court decided that the 
children had found love and security, 
for the first time, in the adoptive 
home and that they should not be re- 
moved from it. On appeal, however, 
the Appellate Division held that city 
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Briefly, the background of the 





authorities and courts were required 
by the Domestic Relations Court Act 
to consider only the religion of the 
children to the exclusion of all other 
factors. Even after this decision, the 
mother attempted to surrender the 
children to the Free Synagogue Com- 
mittee so that they might remain in 
their Jewish adoptive home. Finally, 
after the intervention of George A. 
Timone, counsel for the Roman Cath- 
olic Archdiocese of New York, the 
mother changed her mind and the 
children were transferred to the Cath- 
olic Home Bureau pending review by 
the United States Supreme Court. 


Basis of Appeal 


The present appeal, brought by the 
Free Synagogue Committee, “chal- 
lenges the statute, as construed by 
the Appellate Division, as being in 






No Further Appeal 
Seen in Dixon Case 


The recent decision of the New 
Mexico Supreme Court 
garbed teaching nuns from the public 
schools (Church and State News. 
letter, October, 1951) has been ac. 
cepted by the plaintiffs in the famous 
Dixon case as a basic reaffirmation 
of church-state separation, and no ap. 
peal to the United States Supreme 
Court is now contemplated. In three 
years of litigation, the plaintiffs have 
accomplished some very positive re. 
sults: all members of Roman Cath. 
olic orders who had held public school 
teaching posts have left public em. 
ployment; public school classes are 
no longer held in parochial school 
buildings; and all public school 
teachers are forbidden to misuse their 
positions to propagate religious doc- 
trine. 

However, some public authorities 
in New Mexico who have a notorious 
record of furthering the sectarian in- 
terests of the Roman Catholic Church 
must come under continued scrutiny 
to see that they carry out the State 
Supreme Court decision and the ear- 
lier decision of District Judge E. 
Turner Hensley in both their letter 
and their spirit. In particular, State 
Attorney General Joe L. Martinez is 
continuing to “interpret” the court 
decisions in a manner calculated to 
deprive them of their force. His lat- 
est move has been to reiterate his 
“interpretation” that the courts, in 
prohibiting distribution of free text- 
books for use in parochial school 
classes, only meant to forbid state 
aid to the “schools” but not state aid 
to the “pupils” themselves, so that 
the state may continue to supply the 
textbooks just as it did before! 
Martinez’ ruling may well give rise 
to contempt of court proceedings 
against state officials if they resume 
the book distribution practice which 
was forbidden by the courts. POAU 
has advised the Dixon plaintiffs that 
it stands ready to cooperate with 
them in initiating contempt proceed- 
ings wherever necessary. 





conflict with basic principles of An- 
glo-American law,” and “contends 
that judicial supervision of the cus- 
tody of the children derives solely 
from the responsibility of the state 
for the welfare of the children as hu- 
man beings.” Religion should of 
course be considered, the appeal con- 
tinues, but only in conjunction with 
(Continued on next page) 
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GEN. CLARK DUCKS 
QUERIES ON VATICAN 


Gen. Mark W. Clark recently made his first public address since becom- 
ing “ambassador-designate to the Vatican,” but he maintained a stoic silence 
on the nation-wide controversy over his appointment, saying that he was 
“going to tend to my military knitting, because my primary job now is to 


train the United States Army.” 
dinner in New York City for the 
benefit of the Boys Towns of Italy. 
Guests included Dr. Samuel McCrea 
Cavert, general secretary of the Na- 
tional Council of Churches; Roman 
Catholic Auxiliary Bishop James H. 
Griffiths of New York; and Mar- 
chioness Elena Pacelli Rossignani, 
niece of Pope Pius XII. 

Nearly three weeks earlier, the 
general had received an “open letter” 
fom POAU Executive Director 
Glenn L. Archer, pointing out to him 
that his views on certain questions 
of foreign policy were eagerly await- 
ed by millions of American voters 
and their Senators who would have 
to pass on his nomination when it 
came before them. Excerpts from 
Archer’s questions follow: 

“1, Do you believe that recogni- 
tion should be extended to the Vati- 
can on the same basis as it is extended 
to other ‘foreign powers’? 

“2. If so, do you not think that 
members of the Roman Catholic hier- 
archy in the United States should be 
required to register as foreign agents? 

“3, Since it is the established pol- 
icy of the Holy See to insist that each 
papal nuncio to the capital of an- 
other power be ranked as ‘dean of 
the diplomatic corps,’ wouldn’t the 
United States be in the position of 
a fawning sycophant if it acceded to 
this condition of the Vatican in es- 
tablishing diplomatic relations with 
it? 

“4. Would you be in favor of 
sending a United States ambassador 
to the Archbishop of Canterbury, the 
Chief Rabbi of Jerusalem, and the 
Moscow Patriarch of the Russian Or- 
thodox Church? 


American Demands 


“5. As a potential ambassador to 
the Vatican, would you be prepared 
to present American demands to the 
Pope that he cease and desist from 
certain utterances and acts which are 
unfriendly to the government of the 
United States? [At this point, Arch- 
er cited official statements of the 
Roman Catholic Church condemning 
the public school system, rejecting 
American civil law in matters of mar- 
tiage and divorce, and demanding 
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His address was made at a $100-a-plate 





state censorship of books, newspa- 
pers, films, radio and television pro- 
grams according to Roman Catholic 
standards without regard to the views 
of non-Catholic citizens. } 

“6. Have you studied the nature 
of the diplomatic relationship be- 
tween the United States and the Vati- 
can during the years 1848 to 1867? 
If you have, you must be aware that 
the relationship existing then was 
fundamentally different from that 
which is proposed’ by President Tru- 
man today. At that time, the Pope 
ruled over territory amounting to 
one-fourth the geographic area of 
modern Italy, which embraced nu- 
merous provinces, cities, and seaports, 
and with a population which, in 1853, 
numbered 3,124,758. . [ Here 
Archer gave other details concerning 
the nineteenth century “Papal States” 
and pointed out that the United 
States sent only diplomats of lesser 
rank than ambassador, specifically 
charged with looking after the travel 
and commercial interests of Ameri- 
cans sojourning in the papal domain. ] 
This limited relationship was finally 
terminated in 1867 when Congress, 
resentful over the suppression of non- 
Catholic worship in Rome, declined 
to appropriate funds for its contin- 
uance. . . . The present ‘Vatican 
State’ bears so little resemblance to 
a genuine state—except for its world- 
wide intrigues—that it has not even 
been thought necessary to admit it 
to the United Nations, and, indeed, 
the fictitious ‘State’ has never sought 
such admission. 


“7. Are you aware that the Vatican 
has been used as a ‘listening post’ by 
the mortal enemies of the United 
States? In August, 1942, for in- 
stance, the Nazis were forewarned 
‘through sources originating in the 
Vatican’ of the Allied plans for the 
invasion of North Africa. (See story 
in New York Times, June 21, 1946.) 

“8. How can you reconcile diplo- 
matic recognition of the Pope with 
the prohibition on ‘an establishment 
of religion’ contained in the First 
Amendment to the Constitution of 
the United States? Surely you must 


Archer Speaking 
Schedule Grows 


Ever since President Truman’s 
nomination of General Mark W. 
Clark as the first U. S. ambassador 
to the Vatican, POAU Director Arch- 
er’s already heavy list of speaking 

(Continued on page 6) 





Education Bill 


Pocket Vetoed 


The bill for federal aid to defense 
area schools which was passed by 
Congress just before adjournment 
(Church and State Newsletter, No- 
vember, 1951) has been “pocket ve- 
toed” by President Truman on the 
ground that it would require racial 
segregation in some schools now op- 
erated on a non-segregated basis. 
The President did not comment on 
another provision of the bill which 
would have allowed military post 
commanders to provide school trans- 
portation for non-public school chil- 
dren. 





Custody Dispute 


(Continued from preceding page) 
“all other facts” pertaining to the 
health and well-being of the children. 
The Free Synagogue Committee fur- 
ther contends that the Appellate Di- 
vision’s ruling “has converted that 
court from a guardian of the welfare 
of the children to an agency serving 
religious groups” in violation of the 
principle of church-state separation. 
The appeal also notes the “arbitrary 
character” of the Appellate Divi- 
sion’s construction of the New York 
statute, as “shown by the fact that 
it deprives the New York City Chil- 
dren’s Court of power even to award 
the custody of the children to their 
own father, because he is a Protes- 
tant. ...” The father and mother 
in the case are divorced. 

Shad Polier is the attorney for the 
Free Synagogue Committee. 





realize that the Pope, whose very 
title indicates that his function is 
primarily religious, is in a different 
position than the King of England or 
the King of Sweden, who, while nom- 
inally the heads of the state churches 
of their lands, function primarily as 
kings of the secular states involved, 
and are recognized only as kings, not 
churchmen, by the United States.” 

To date, no reply has been received 
from General Clark. 








NATIONAL LEADERS 
APPEAL TO TRUMAN 


President Truman was urged to abandon his attempt to send an ambassa- 
dor to the Vatican in a statement released by nine Washington ministers at 


a recent meeting of POAU’s national capital area chapter. 


As the leaders 


of “national churches” of their denominations, the ministers declared that 


the nomination of an ambassador to 
ciple of the Founding Fathers and 
was “repugnant to their principles 
and contemptuous of our history.” 
They continued: 

“We lament the dissensions this 
appointment has provoked and the 
deep divisions it has created, such as 
our Founding Fathers feared, and 
which will remain so long as such a 
proposal is contemplated. It cannot 
be otherwise, since by giving special 
recognition to the head of one de- 
nomination, the proposal forsakes the 
basis of equality which has been one 
of the safeguards of American reli- 
gious liberty. 

“We find no convincing evidence 
to support the argument that princi- 
ple must give way to expediency in 
this grave hour of history; that we, 
therefore, must have official diplo- 
matic collaboration with the head of 
the Roman Catholic Church in re- 
sistance to Communism. We re- 
spectfully protest the interlocking of 
the official processes of the State with 
the official processes of the Roman 
Catholic Church. We cannot per- 
ceive in the countries which have been 
and are dominantly Roman Catholic 
a successful resistance to the pene- 
tration of militant Communism. His- 
tory suggests that whatever help the 
Vatican can give in resisting Com- 
munism is likely to be primarily in 
the Vatican’s own interest. We pro- 
test, therefore, that to accept as a 
condition of Vatican assistance a bar- 
gain which surrenders American prin- 
ciples is as unnecessary in expediency 
as it is offensive in principle. 

“. , . Should the President be not 
disposed to revoke his ‘proposal to 
establish official diplomatic relations 
with the Vatican, we call upon the 
Senate of the United States to refuse 
to ratify any nomination for such a 
post; and we urge the American peo- 
ple to let their voices be heard in 
solemn and _ determined protest 
against an action which sows dissen- 
sion when unity is needed, and which 
would sacrifice for no good end, one 
of the foremost, wisest, and most 
beneficent of American founding 
principles.” 

The declaration was signed by Dr. 
Edward B. Willingham, pastor of the 
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the Pope surrendered a cardinal prin- 





National Baptist Memorial Church, 
in which the POAU meeting was 
held; the Rev. Estel E. Perry, Na- 
tional Memorial Church of God; Dr. 
J. Warren Hastings, National City 
Christian Church; the Rev. Francis 
B. Sayre, Jr., Washington Cathedral 
(Episcopal); Dr. Edward G. Latch, 
Metropolitan Memorial (The Na- 
tional Methodist) Church; the Rev. 
Edward L. R. Elson, National Pres- 
byterian Church; Dr. A. Powell Da- 
vies, All Souls (Unitarian) Church; 
the Rev. Seth R. Brooks, Universal- 
ist National Memorial Church; and 
Dr. Robert L. Boothby, Capital 
(Seventh-day Adventist) Memorial 
Church. 
Panel Discussion 


Before the joint statement was 
read to approximately 600 persons 
gathered in Dr. Willingham’s church 
for the meeting, a panel discussion 
was held with the following speakers 
and topics: Dr. Leland Stark, pastor, 
Church of the Epiphany—“Is the 
Vatican a Sovereign State?”; POAU 
Executive Director Glenn L. Archer 
— “Ts the Opposition to Communism 
Strengthened by the Appointment?”’; 
and Dr. Edward L. R. Elson, pas- 
tor, National Presbyterian Church— 
“What Can We Do About the Ap- 
pointment?” 


Schedule 


(Continued from page 5) 
engagements has grown considerably 
longer. In November and the early 
part of December, he appeared be- 
fore the following Washington-area 
groups, among others: St. John’s 
Episcopal Church Men’s Club; the 
Westminster (Md.) Ministerial Un- 
ion; the Sunday Evening Club of 
St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church; the 
Hamline Methodist Church congre- 
gation; a first-anniversary meeting 
of the Metropolitan Committee for 
Religious Liberty, held in the First 
Presbyterian Church, New York City; 
All Souls Memorial (Episcopal) 
Church Men’s Club; and, as we go to 
press, he is about to appear on a Dec. 
11 television program (“On Trial’). 











Pe, 


DR. HOLMES HITS 
‘RELEASED TIME’ 


“What we have, in this decision Lof 
the New York Court of Appeals, up. 
holding “released time}, is a danger. 
ous violation of the sacred princi 
of freedom—a free church in a free 


ee wet 
state! Here is the church rushing to 


the state for aid and comfort in sy 
porting educational activities whi 
for one reason or another, it cannot 
support itself. And here is the state 
taking over a highly religious function 
of the church in giving away a pre. 
cious period of time, to be used in the 
church’s interest. 

“What the churches need is to be 
intelligent, free, militant, and united 
in the ethical and social aspects of 
their faith. When the churches meet 
this test, they will have no need of 
‘released time.’ ”’—Statement by Dr, 
John Haynes Holmes, minister emer- 
itus of the Community Church of New 
York City. 














Early Stand Taken 


By Some Senators 


As the Church and State News- 
letter goes to press, only a few Sen- 
ators have officially indicated their 
position on the proposed appoint- 
ment of a U. S. ambassador to the 
Vatican: 

Both Alabama Senators—Lister 
Hill and John Sparkman—are op- 
posed to the appointment; both 
Georgia Senators—Walter F. George 
and Richard B. Russell—are op- 
posed; Massachusetts’ Senator Henry 
Cabot Lodge, Jr., is in favor; Min- 
nesota’s Senator Edward J. Thye is 
in favor; New Jersey’s Senator H. 
Alexander Smith is opposed (after 
previous reports to the contrary); 
both North Carolina Senators—Clyde 
R. Hoey and Willis Smith—are op- 
posed; Oklahoma’s Senator Robert $. 
Kerr is opposed; South Carolina’s 
Senator Olin D. Johnston is opposed; 
Texas’ Senator Tom Connally, chair- 
man of the key Senate Foreign Re- 
lations Committee, is opposed; both 
Virginia Senators—A. Willis Robert- 
son and Harry F. Byrd—are op- 
posed. Ohio’s Senator Taft, a can- 
didate for the Republican presiden- 
tial nomination, declined to take a 
stand when asked to do so at a press 
conference, saying, “We Senators 
don’t have to pass on it until Jan- 
uary.” 





The public schools need ‘your 
support. 
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NEWS From Far and Near 
(Continued from page 3) 


@ Two cases challenging the New York State compulsory school 
attendance law have been dismissed by the U. S. Supreme Court on 
the ground that no substantial federal question was involved. Both 
cases were brought by parents belonging to Jewish splinter groups 
which operate separate religious schools with curricula not con- 
forming to state requirements. . . . Meanwhile, the National Com- 
munity Relations Advisory Council, a representative Jewish body 
meeting at Atlantic City, recently issued a strong endorsement of 
the American public school system and decried false charges of 
“secularism” and “materialism’ brought by the enemies of free 


education. 


@ Ordained ministers should be brought under the federal social security 
system, ministers of the Rochester (N. Y.) Presbytery held recently as they 
adopted a resolution urging the general assembly of the Presbyterian Church 
in the U. S. A. to petition Congress for appropriate action. 


@ Efforts are afoot in British Columbia to “integrate” Roman 
Catholic schools with the public school system in the province. 
Seeking an interview with Education Minister W. T. Straith, four 
oficials of the British Columbia Catholic Education Association 
have indicated that, in order to obtain government funds, they are 
prepared to use public school texts, accept non-Catholic teachers and 
“eonsider” giving religious instruction after, rather than during, 
school hours. Even if the government insists on school board con- 
trol, they added, the matter could be “worked out” by guaranteeing 
a specific number of Catholic representatives on the district boards. 


@ Two members of Jehovah’s Witnesses, convicted of violating an Allen- 
town, Pa., sound truck ordinance, have been granted the right to appeal 
their convictions to the U. S. Supreme Court. Justice Harold H. Burton 
approved the order for the appeal. 


@ Pulpit exhortations against a proposed religious liberty clause 
in the Puerto Rican draft Constitution are being made by Roman 
Catholic priests: on the island, and laymen in their churches have 
been asked to barrage Governor Luis Munoz Marin with post cards 
condemning the clause, which is favored by Protestant leaders. If 
passed, the provision would reaffirm a 1921 amendment to the 
Organic Law which forbade the direct or indirect use of public funds 
or properties for religious purposes. Hipolito Marcano, president, 
and the Rev. Miguel Limardo, executive secretary, of the Evangel- 
ical Churches Association, have promised to “mobilize our forces 
in Puerto Rico and out of Puerto Rico” in favor of the clause, and 
added that they may appeal to the National Council of Churches in 
the U. S. A. to back their stand should the clause be eliminated. 
The proposed Constitution will be submitted by a 92-man draft 
commission to the voters on January 21, 1952. (RNS) 


@ Rhode Island Attorney General William E. Powers has informally 
advised the state education department that it has no authority to order 
the local school board at Middletown to pay tuition for children attending 
private schools. The question had been pending since 1949, when 500 
residents had signed a petition demanding that the town extend to non- 
public school children the $200 per capita payment already being made for 
children attending Rogers (Public) High School in Newport. If granted, 
the parents’ request would have brought Newport’s De LaSalle and St. 
Catherine’s Academies, the Portsmouth Priory, and Middletown’s St. George’s 
School under the benefits. Officials of the last named, however, had opposed 
the petition, saying that the public schools were “an inspiration and an 
American policy.”” St. George’s is an Episcopal school; all the others are 
Roman Catholic. 


Opposition to U. S. ratification of the proposed UN Covenant 
om Human Rights has been expressed by Senator John W. Bricker 
(R., Ohio) on the ground that the religious freedom clause contains 

erous loopholes. 
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NATIONAL COUNCIL MAPS 
FIGHT ON APPOINTMENT 


Six of America’s most eminent 
Protestant leaders were appointed to 
a special committee of the National 
Council of Churches to oppose Pres- 
ident Truman’s plan for sending an 
ambassador to the Vatican, the action 
being taken by the general board of 
the Council at its recent meeting in 
Atlanta. The committee members 
are: Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, chair- 
man and president of the United 
Lutheran Church in America; Bishop 
G. Bromley Oxnam of the New York 
area of the Methodist Church and a 
POAU vice-president; Dr. Eugene 
C. Blake, recently-elected chief ad- 
ministrative officer of the Presbyter- 
ian Church in the U. S. A.; Dr. Reu- 
ben E. Nelson, general secretary of 
the American Baptist Convention; 
Dr. Douglas Horton, minister-at-large 
of the Congregational Christian 
Churches; and Dr. Ben R. Lacey, 
president of Union Theological Semi- 
nary, Richmond, Va. 


On the day the Council’s general 
board made its announcement, POAU 
was holding in Los Angeles its twen- 
ty-fifth in a nation-wide series. of 
100 rallies addressed by Paul Blan- 
shard and other leaders. 





‘RELEASED TIME’ STUDY 
GROUP HEARS SHAVER 


As part of their endeavor to give 
consideration to all points of view on 
the system of “released time” for re- 
ligious education, POAU’s special 
committee to examine the question 
recently heard an analysis presented 
by Erwin L. Shaver, executive secre- 
tary of the Committee on Religion 
and Public Education of the National 
Council of Churches. 
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When the Wall Goes, the Light 


Protest the unconstitutional appointment of General 

Mark Clark as U. S. ambassador to the Vatican, by 

writing, wiring or visiting: Both your Senators 
Your Congressman 
President Truman 


Support Protestants and Other Americans United, 
the organization wholly devoted to preserving our 
historic separation of church and state. Contribute 
today and help fight the Clark appointment! 


Tell Others Too: Send $1 for 35 of these post cards. 


Mail them to friends. Send to: 


POAU, 1633 Massachusetts Ave., N. W., 


Washington 6, D. C. 


Goes! 








The U. S. penny post 
card reproduced 

may be ordered fre 
POAU in any quantify 
at the rate of $1.00 fog 


35 cards. 








Catholic Censorship Demand 
Spurned by Pueblo Editor 


Roman Catholic attacks on the 
Pueblo (Colo.) Star-Journal for per- 
mitting publication of “ancient Prot- 
estant falsehoods” uttered at a Ref- 
ormation Day observance attended 
by 2,500 persons have been vigor- 
ously repulsed by Publisher Frank 
S. Hoag in a front-page editorial re- 
plying to a letter from Roman Cath- 
olic Bishop Joseph C. Willging. 

The offending remarks had been 
made by Dr. Kelly O’Neal, pastor 
of the Central Christian Church of 
Denver, at services sponsored by the 
Pueblo Ministerial Alliance. Editor 
Hoag, replying to Bishop Willging’s 
charge that Dr. O’Neal’s statements 
constituted a “scurrilous and abusive 
attack on the Catholic Church,” 
pointed out that the Star-Journal had 
“reported the news as it was—regard- 
less of what the minister said,” just 


as the newspaper had carried a full 
account of the (Roman Catholic) 
Confraternity of Christian Doctrine’s 
regional congress held a short time 
before. 

In addition to Bishop Willging’s 
letter, complaints against the Star- 
Journal’s “disservice to all Catholic 
people” were made from pulpits of 
nearly all Catholic churches in the 
Southern Colorado diocese, and their 
official organ, the Southern Colorado 
Register, made further protest. “Ac- 
cording to O’Neal’s speech as report- 
ed in the daily paper,” the Register 
noted, “the Protestant Reformation, 
which Catholics call the Protestant 
Revolt, was against the corruption 
and superstition of the medieval 
CRUeen. . os” 


aor rrr 


Time magazine pointed out in its 
Nov. 5 issue that the Vatican’s effec- 
tiveness as a listening post has been 
greatly exaggerated. 
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Not a Religious Issue, 
POAU President Insists 


The basic problems involved in the 
controversy over President Truman's 
nomination of an ambassador to the 
Vatican “are legal matters and the 
laws with which they are to be han- 
dled are clearly written down,” POAU 
President Edwin McNeill Poteat de- 
clared in a statement published re- 
cently in the Raleigh (N. C.) “News 
and Observer.” “To treat this, there- 
fore, as a religious conflict,” he con- 
tinued, “is to miss the whole point of 
the debate; and when, in an argu- 
ment, the matter at issue is lost sight 
of, every possible irrelevancy is likely 
to be brought in. This does not con- 
tribute to understanding; it creates 
bitter feelings. As Americans we 
should conduct ourselves as debaters 
rather than antagonists. 

“This is the approach of Protestants 
and Other Americans United for Sep- 
aration of Church and State to this 
present issue. My connection with 
the organization as its president allows 
me to say that it has nothing to do 
with the religious differences between 
Protestants and Roman Catholics. Its 
activities are designed to alert the 
American people to the vital issues in 
the current debate because of the 
widespread feeling that a change in 
our long tradition of church-state sep- 
aration such as the appointment of an 
ambassador to the Vatican represents, 
will cause conspicuous legal and polit- 
ical alterations in the structure of our 
government and in our American way 
of life.” 














“Catholics and American History” 
was the recent subject of a remark-~ 
able sermon by the Rev. A. Powel” 
Davies. For copies, write to W. A 
Wheeler, All Souls’ Unitarian Church 
Washington, D. C. 7 
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